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THE WHITEHOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 1, 1976

Dear Mr. Chairman:
The President has asked me to thank you for your letter
of January 22 in which you and twenty of your colleagues
in the Senate expressed concern over curr ent u.s. policy
toward South Africa, especially in light of our policy
of normalizing relations and expanding trade with ' other
forei gn n ations.
As you know, our South African policy, which includes
the prohibition of the use of Export-Import Bank direct
loans, an arms embargo, and therest.r icted use of South
African ports for u.s. naval vessels, has remained
fundamentally unchanged for over a decade. The policy
is based on our longstanding support for t he principle
of self-determination for all peoples of Afri ca , -on the
inherent opposition of the American people to the Soutn
African Government's policies of institutional racia l
discrimination ( }ipartheid) , and of our determination
,
to encourage peaceful change in South Africa by support ~
ing constructive alternatives to the use of force.
Despite the restrictive elements of our policies toward
South Africa, we maintain relations with its Government
and a dialogue with all elements of the South African
society. This position is reflected in the united States
veto in the united Nations Security Council June 6 , 1975 ,
of a resolution that would have imposed mandatory sanctions
against South Africa. Unlike our e ff orts to reduce EastWest tensions by expanding trade with communist countries,
we believe that this posture of limited communication
enhances our ability to playa constructive role between
the governments o .f southern Africa.
I know you appreciate that, notwithstanding the long
continuity of United States policy toward South Africa,
this policy is reviewed on a continuing basis to assure
it is in the best interests of the United States. In

-2this context the views you and your colleagues have
shared with the President are most welcome, and he
has directed that they be brought to the attention
of the appropriate officials of the Executive Branch.
Sincerely,

Max L. Friedersdorf
Assistant to the President

The Honorable James O. Eastland
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

